


Staff Education/Experience Title/Responsibility 
Dominick Gatto, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 

M.S. Business Administration 
31 years QA/QC and engineering 
experience 

Lead QA/QC  
 

Chris Nazar, AICP B.A. Economics and Urban Studies 
M.S. Urban Planning 
5 years economics and 
transportation planning experience 

Transportation Planner, economic 
analysis, public involvement, 
purpose of and need for, affected 
environment and consequences  

Mark Helinski, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
14 years bridge design engineering 
experience 

Bridge Design Engineer,  
structure layout (studies), cost 
estimates 

Melissa Pelkey, EIT B.S. Civil Engineering 
4 years transportation engineering 
experience 

Engineering Designer, geometrics, 
alternatives analysis, impact 
analysis, public involvement 

Kwame Awuah B.A. Geography & Urban Planning 
M.A. Geography 
5 years planning experience 

Transportation Planner, socio-
demographic analysis, 
environmental justice, purpose of 
and need for project 

Paul Hershkowitz B.A. Sociology 
31 years traffic and transportation 
planning 

Senior Transportation Planner, 
lead traffic and transportation 
planning 

Steve Wells, AICP B.S. Political Science 
M.A. Urban & Regional Planning 

QA/QC Document Review 

Craig Casper, AICP B.A. Anthropology and History 
M.A. Urban and Regional Planning 

QA/QC Document Review 

HNTB 
Mike Spitz, EIT B.S. Civil Engineering 

5 years traffic engineering & 
transportation planning experience 

Traffic Engineer, traffic analysis, 
traffic report, practical alternatives 
development, QA/QC 

Peter Kinney, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
14 years transportation engineering 
experience 

Transportation Engineer, geometric 
review, construction cost estimates 

John Jaeckel, P.E. B.S. Applied Science and 
Engineering 
29 years air quality and noise 
analysis experience 

Environmental Quality Engineer, air 
and noise analysis 

Suheil Acra B.S. Civil Engineering 
M.S. Civil Engineering 
12 years air quality and noise 
analysis experience 

Environmental Quality Engineer, 
noise analysis 

Mark Gentile, EIT B.S. Civil Engineering 
4 years road design experience 

Transportation Engineer,  
geometric review, construction cost 
estimates 

Tamara Czewski, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
M.S. Civil Engineering 
6 years engineering experience 

Traffic Engineer,  
traffic modeling and simulation 

Rebecca Talty, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
10 years bridge and transportation 
engineering experience 

Bridge Engineer,  
bridge QA/QC 

Robert Kirkbride B.A. Economics 
M.P.A. Public Administration 
37 years transportation planning 
experience 

QA/QC and document review 
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Commonwealth Cultural Resources Group 
Sean Dunham, RPA B.A. Anthropology and History 

M.A. Ancient Studies 
14 years experience in cultural 
resource management 

Senior Cultural Resource Manager, 
project management and project 
archaeologist 

James Robertson, RPA B.A. History 
M.A. Anthropology 
PhD Anthropology 
25 years experience in cultural 
resource management 

Technical Vice President, 
QA/QC 

Robert Linn B.S. Education 
M.S. Historic Preservation 
2 years experience in architectural 
history 

Architectural Historian, 
project historian 

Wetland Coastal Resources 
Stu Kogge B.S. Fisheries and Wildlife 

M.S. Fisheries and Wildlife 
15 years wetland studies 
experience, 14 years threatened 
and endangered species experience 

Senior Wetland and Aquatic 
Biologist 

Mike Nurse B.S. Fisheries and Wildlife 
M.S. Fisheries and Aquatic Biology 
13 years wetland studies and 
threatened & endangered species 
experience 

Wetland and Aquatic Biologist 

Dan Kennedy B.S. Fisheries and Wildlife 
M.S. Zoology 
2 years wildlife ecology experience 

Wildlife and Wetland Biologist 

Erica Staton B.S. Natural Resources 
Communication 
10 years experience as Resource 
Analyst for MDOT 

Wetland Biologist and Mitigation 
Specialist 

John Shuey, PhD Ph.D. Entomology 
M.S. Zoology 
B.S. Zoology 
17 years experience 

Director of Science and 
Conservation, 
Mitchell’s satyr butterfly survey 

Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
Paul Wisney, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 

22 years transportation engineering 
experience 

MDOT Project Manager, 
engineering 
 

Jackie Jiran, P.E. 
 

B.S. Civil Engineering 
5 Years experience with 
construction and transportation 
engineering 

Former Transportation Engineer, 
project management team 

Tom Doyle B.S. Geography 
M.S. Urban & Regional Planning 
10 Years MDOT transportation  

Traffic Analyst,  
traffic review 

  
Al Westover, CWB 

 
B.S. Wildlife Mgt. & Animal Ecology 
M.A. Biology 
29 Years of experience in 
environmental planning 

 
Retired Resources Specialist, 
review of wetland, floodplain and 
threatened and endangered species 
impact assessments, and overall 
DSEIS document review 

Bill Taylor B.S. Civil Engineering 
6 years MDOT transportation 
engineering experience 

Transportation Engineer, 
geometric & safety review 
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Tom Pickens B.S. Mathematics 

36 years MDOT transportation 
planning experience with emphasis 
on traffic 

Retired Transportation Planner, 
traffic review 

Tom Vandenberg, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
20 years experience in road design 

Engineer Manager, 
MDOT road design unit supervisor 

Jose Lopez B.S. Communication Arts  
23 years experience with MDOT 

Retired Public Hearings Officer, 
public meetings consultation 

Phil Grotenhuis, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
24 years experience 

Engineer Manager,  
bridge, structures review 

Roberta S. Welke, P.E. M.S. Engineering 
B.S. Civil Engineering 
18 years MDOT experience 

Southwest Region Engineer 
MDOT region executive 

John Polasek, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
30 years MDOT experience 

Southwest Region System Manager 

Michael Jones, P.E. M.S. Civil Engineering 
9 years MDOT experience 

Assistant Traffic Engineer, 
review of traffic analysis 

Mark Barrone B.S. Business 
15 years MDOT experience 

MDOT Real Estate 
ROW estimates review 

Robert Briere, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
36 years transportation engineering 
experience 

Region Traffic Engineer, 
traffic operations review 

Philip Reid, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
25 years transportation engineering 
experience 

Retired Transportation Service 
Center manager, engineering 
reviews, local MDOT contact 

Kyle Rudlaff, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
8 years experience with MDOT 

Project Manager, engineering 
reviews 

Jason Latham B.S. Biology 
10 years experience 

Region Planner, document review 

Paul South, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
11 years experience 

TSC Manager, engineering reviews, 
local MDOT contact 

Kitty Rothwell, P.E. B.S. Civil Engineering 
15 years MDOT experience 

Project Manager, engineering 
reviews 

Tom Raymond B.S. Community Development 
13  years MDOT transportation 
planning, 30 years land-use 
development experience 

Supervisor of the Project Planning, 
traffic analysis 

Douglas Proper B.S. Civil Engineering 
23 years MDOT experience in 
environmental/mitigation 

Program Coordinator, mitigation 
follow-up 

Robert Parsons B.S. Interpersonal and Public 
Communication 

Public Hearings Officer, public 
hearing coordination and 
certification 

Kem Hoopingarner 
 
 

B.S. Finance 
4 years MDOT real estate 
experience, 4 years public real 
estate experience. 

Real Estate Project Manager, 
relocation plan 
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